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Our Honored Guests
CONGRESSMAN SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.
Congressman Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. is serving his twelfth term in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, representing Middle and Southwest Georgia’s Second Congressional 

Bishop has served on the House Committee on Appropriations since 2003. The top 

LILLIAN SALERNO

capital investments that are critical in supporting and strengthening America’s rural 
communities.

several Administration initiatives.

CHANCELLOR HANK M. HUCKABY

and later as its director, as well as commissioner of the Georgia Department of 
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SENATOR JOHN F. KENNEDY

counties.

JEFFREY HARVEY
Bureau was founded in 1937, with the goal of representing farmers in the legislative 

Atlanta and Washington.

and later received his MBA in Business Management from Georgia Southwestern State 

as Assistant Director.

REPRESENTATIVE PATTY BENTLEY

State Retirement Committee, Higher Education Committee, Intragovernmental 
Coordination Committee, Rural Caucus, Women Caucus, CARET Rep. (Council for 

COMMISSIONER GARY BLACK
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Agenda
PRESIDING

Congressman Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.
House of Representatives (1993-Present)

Georgia State Senate (1991-1993)
Georgia State Representatives (1981-1991)

INVOCATION
Pastor Kelly Dawsey

Central Union Missionary Baptist Church

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION OF CHANCELLOR
Congressman Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. 

INTRODUCTION OF PRESIDENT
Hank M. Huckaby

Chancellor, University System of Georgia

GREETINGS & RECOGNITION OF GUESTS
Dr. Paul Jones

President, Fort Valley State University

OCCASION
Dr. Govind Kannan            

Dean, College of Agriculture, Family Sciences and Technology, Fort Valley State University
Chair, Association of 1890 Research Directors

INTRODUCTION OF CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 
Dr. Mark Latimore, Jr.

 
College of Agriculture, Family Sciences and Technology, Fort Valley State University

Chair, 1890 Association of Extension Administrators

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
114th Congressional Update . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Congressman Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. (GA-2)
Georgia Senate Update . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Senator John F. Kennedy (Dist. 18)
Georgia House of Representatives Update . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Representative Patty J. Bentley (Dist. 139)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE UPDATE
Lillian Salerno

Deputy Under Secretary, U.S.D.A.–Rural Development

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE UPDATE
Commissioner Gary Black

Georgia Department of Agriculture

GEORGIA FARM BUREAU LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Legislative Director, Georgia Farm Bureau

DIALOGUE WITH DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

RECOGNITION OF FVSU COOPERATIVE EXTENSION FIELD STAFF
Joy Moten-Thomas

Assistant Administrator for Community Development & Outreach, 
 Fort Valley State University Cooperative Extension Program

CLOSING REMARKS
Dr. Mark Latimore, Jr.
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Fort Valley State University Alumni 
Serving in Georgia’s Legislature

Representative Brian Prince  
DISTRICT 127

Senator Freddie Powell Sims
DISTRICT 12

Representative Valencia Stovall
DISTRICT 74

Representative Calvin Smyre
DISTRICT 135

Serving 3 years

Serving 11 years

Serving 41 years

Serving 3 years
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During the 
Principalship of 

of a new Home Demonstration Agent Margaret 

regular attendee–as well 

representatives down to record performances. 

Carolina, to duplicate it. The program drew national 

OTIS SAMUEL O’NEAL

of 17 children. His parents, Mr. and 

and graduated in 1908. He later 

on cotton alone. He found idle land which tenant 

In 1937, he was offered a full professorship 

Show.

The Fort Valley 
Ham & Egg 
Show

1916 2016
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MARGARET LOUISE TOOMER

School. Upon graduation in 

Brown College in Atlanta for 

degree. In 1922, Toomer returned to Georgia and 

Demonstration Agent in 1926.
As the Home Demonstration Agent for Peach 

agricultural achievements and later competing 

compositions.

two decades, illness pushed her to decrease her load 

ROBERT T. CHURCH, SR.

his father was a sharecropper, 
Church learned how to plow 

and raise hogs. He attended 

an undergraduate degree 

lead it. Church used the Ham and Egg show to raise 

Church led the show until it ceased in 1966, and 

Children Services, assisting African American farmers 

2008 at the age of 99.

 JOHN W. SAUNDERS

1987. Sanders was instrumental in the development 
of the agricultural and human resources in the 

Sources: Dr. Dawn Herd-Clark, Dr. Fred van Hartesveldt, 
Joy Moten-Thomas, Kymara Sneed and Kenneth Wilkerson. 
Photos courtesy of Hunt Memorial Public Library.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, 
religion, reprisal and, where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected 

the basis of race, gender, ethnicity, national origin, sexual orientation, religion, age, disability or marital or veteran status.


