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WHAT IS EXTENSION?
Each U.S. state and territory has a state
office at its land-grant university, such
as Fort Valley State University (FVSU),
which has a network of county offices.
Within these offices county agents are
available to provide useful, practical
and research-based information to
agricultural producers, homeowners,
small business owners, youths and
others in rural areas and communities
of all sizes.
The Cooperative Extension Program is
charged by Congress to provide services
for free or for a nominal cost.
County extension agents and program
assistants at FVSU work personally
with residents in nearly 35 counties they
serve throughout middle, east and south
Georgia.

FVSU building at Sunbelt Ag Expo in
Moultrie, GA

WHO DOES THE
EXTENSION PROGRAM
SERVE?
Extension has something for every
Georgian. One-on-one assistance,
agricultural events and workshops are
available to address an array of issues
facing clients. Extension is here to help
limited-resource Georgians with their
challenges.
Clientele Include:
• Agriculture Producers
• Families
• Farmers (Small and Limited Resource)
• Future and Current Homeowners
• Gardeners
• Parents
• Senior Citizens
• Youths

PROGRAM AREAS
The extension program at FVSU covers
four areas - Agriculture and Natural
Resources, Community Development
and Outreach, Family and Consumer
Sciences, and 4-H Youth Development.
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AGRICULTURE AND
NATURAL RESOURCES

The Agriculture and Natural Resources
(ANR) Extension Program at Fort Valley
State is about growing food and fiber,
producing crops for renewable energy
and encouraging resource conservation.
We work with landowners to improve
existing enterprises or to launch new
endeavors for farm income expansion
and diversification.
We have special capabilities in these
areas:
• Animal Science and Livestock
Enterprise Development. We provide
advice on most livestock enterprises,
and are known for successes in guiding
landowners to managing successful
sheep and goat enterprises. Aspects of
health, marketing, breeding systems,
facilities and natural resource use are
given consideration. Our associates at
the FVSU Georgia Small Ruminant
Research and Extension Center provide
new research information used to train
and educate clientele.
• Horticulture/Fruits and Vegetables/
Organic and Traditional Garden
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Methods. Support is provided to
assist homeowners and small farmers
in their quests to meet household
needs for home-grown fruits or
vegetables. Guidance is also provided
for those seeking profitable enterprises
through off-farm sales. There are two
demonstration sites at the FVSU
agriculture research station farm
dedicated to showing landowners the
methods we use and share.
• Aquaculture/Pond Culture and
Recirculating Systems/Aquaponics.
Demand for fish and crustacean
products exceeds what can be
produced from natural sources.
Significant opportunities exist for
small and larger landowners to launch
enterprises in the aquaculture area
of business. FVSU maintains the
Georgia Center for Aquaculture
Development, which offers training
courses and maintains demonstrations
and prototypes of various systems to
be seen and considered.

Aquaculture/Pond Culture and Recirculating
Systems/Aquaponics

• Forestry/Woodlots and Forestry
Products/Agroforestry. We assist
small landowners in evaluating the
value of timber land and advise
them on ways to increase the income
derived from farm forest areas.
Various agroforestry systems involving
pasture, hay and livestock grazing
in wooded areas are demonstrated
on farms throughout southwest
Georgia. Our experience impacts
on-farm product value and indirectly
supports families grappling with estate
planning, heir property, and equitable
land use issues.
• Water Quality/Soil Management
and Fertilization/Conservation.
All plant and animal production
systems depend on adequate water
and soil fertility for productivity.
Water quality is influenced by tillage
practices, irrigation and management
of potential pollutants. We provide
recommendations on water use and
water quality control for maintaining
and improving fertility of the soil.
We collaborate with clients and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture to
create and monitor on-farm nutrient
management systems.

transferring of food products from the
field to the kitchen. Our specialists
work closely with producers in creating
partnerships with market managers,
food program administrators, chefs
and preparation staff, and dieticians.
Marketing efforts are focused on
creating production budgets, assessing
transportation needs and teaching the
optimum formulation of products.
• Life on the Farm Educational
Program. This is a mobile exhibit
that illustrates and informs the
public on matters relative to food
and fiber production and processing,
and recommendations for their uses.
Materials on issues of animal care
and natural resource use are made
available.
Life on the Farm Educational Program

• Agricultural Marketing/Niche Sales
and Traditional Opportunities/Food
Service. We are engaged in developing
marketing plans, identifying locations
of need and creating new initiatives
related to marketing and the
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COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT AND
OUTREACH
Cooperative Extension staff develops
needs-based programming and delivers
technical assistance to limited-resource
clientele and public and private
entities, inclusive of local governments
and non-profit organizations. Our
staff investigates and creates viable
options for building and sustaining
economically vibrant communities and
neighborhoods in rural Georgia.

Our educational programming is
derived from three programmatic
thrusts: building economically
viable communities, renewing civic
engagement and enhancing community
decision-making and governance.

Cooperative Extension staff leverage all
available resources including TV, radio and
social media to reach the community.

needs with the goal of creating
confident, engaged and public-service
oriented citizens. Our existing
knowledge-base and resources allow
us to respond quickly to local needs,
drawing upon university expertise to
provide information, strategies and
relevant education to help people take
control of their futures.

Cooperative Extension program specialists
and county agents work together to improve
the quality of life of all Georgians.

The programs, and the professionals
who administer them, respond
proactively by collaborating with
local, regional, state and federal-level
public and private partners, including
FVSU county-based staff. Through
collaborations, specialized training
opportunities are designed, and
implemented, to address community
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Extension workshops and events are
attended by thousands of people each year.

The Community Development and
Outreach Program seeks to have
measurable impacts on improving
communities’ overall capacities. It
focuses on decreasing poverty and
unemployment rates by providing
workforce education. In addition, it
improves job creation and retention
opportunities through entrepreneurship;
thereby increasing civic engagement
opportunities, along with strengthening
communities’ commercial cores
through downtown development.

Extension Works is a workforce
preparedness/development program
designed to bring professional and
educational opportunities, and
technological resources to communities
whose unemployment rates surpass
the state and national averages. The
program targets rural Georgia’s
unemployed population and gives
special attention to those classified as
discouraged workers. The program
is delivered through our mobile
technology classroom in collaboration
with strategic workforce development
partners assisting in the program’s
execution and delivery.
The program strives to provide
specialized educational opportunities to
assist in removing barriers experienced
by the unemployed that impedes
them from being able to re-enter the
workforce. Some of the educational
opportunities provided include:

resumé preparation and computer skill
enrichment workshops, administration
of the Georgia Work Ready assessment
test, mock interviews, job searches,
career counseling and other essential
trainings opportunities to benefit our
clientele.
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FAMILY AND CONSUMER
SCIENCES
The Expanded Food and Nutrition
Education Program (EFNEP) is
designed to help parents
feed their children
healthier meals and
snacks, save money on
food and reduce the risk
of food-borne illnesses.
Nutrition education is
also provided to youth
ages 4-18. EFNEP
is funded by the
U.S. Department
of Agriculture and
offered in every state and
U.S. territory. In Georgia,
EFNEP is offered through Fort
Valley State University and University
of Georgia. The impact of the program
is significant in improving health and
decreasing potential health care costs.
The Food Safety/Nutrition Education
and Health Program is designed
to provide clientele and concerned
consumers with current information
on nutrition, food selection and
preparation, food quality, diet, health,
risks for chronic diseases and safe
food handling practices to minimize
the risks of food-borne illnesses.
The program focuses on the needs
of Georgians suffering from obesity,
cancer, hypertension, diabetes and
heart disease. Eating nutritious foods
and increasing physical activity are
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promoted. The following initiatives are
offered:
• Food Safety and Food Preservation
• ServSafe® Training
• Health Awareness Programs/Health
Fairs
• Nutricise
• Farmers Market Program
The Housing Program focuses on helping
Georgians obtain and maintain safe,
sanitary, energy efficient and affordable
housing. In addition, the program looks
at raising the awareness of Georgia’s rural
housing needs. It also provides the state’s
community and economic development
practitioners the tools needed to address
challenges facing communities. The
following initiatives are offered:
• HomeGrown Homebuyer Education
• Healthy Homes
• Housing Education & Long-term
Planning
• Securing Money Assets and Resources
Through Training (SMARTT)
• Under One Roof Housing
Conference
The Apparel and Textiles Program
focuses on apparel selection, care,
performance, labeling requirements,
design, safety and innovative
technological developments in textile
fibers. The workforce preparation
program focuses on helping
individuals make the transition from
unemployment to work. Participants
develop a positive self-image and good

wardrobe communication skills for
seeking employment. The following
initiatives are offered:
• Workforce Preparation
• Back-to-school Programs
• Apparel & Textiles Foundation
Training

professionals the most up-to-date and
researched-based concepts to improve
the quality of life for all Americans. The
following initiatives are offered:
• Parent Education Program
• Basic Life Skills Program
• Senior Life Program

The Family Resource Management
Program focuses on consumer
education programs designed to help
consumers improve their economic
situations, financial statuses and
resource management techniques during
hard economic times. The program
highlights steps consumers can take
to manage their resources on a limited
budget. It also teaches participants
the benefits of self-control needed
to cut costs and reduce spending. In
addition, the program focuses on family
financial management and it emphasizes
early intervention, saving, wealth and
workforce preparation. The following
initiatives are offered:
• SMART: Train-the-Trainer Programs
• Family Financial Management
• Financial Management 101 for Young
Adults
• America Saves
• Small Steps to Health & Wealth
• Consumer Education Program

The Teaching Enlightening Achieving
Mentoring (TEAM) Success Program is
a paid six-week summer opportunity that
exposes high school juniors and seniors,
and incoming college freshmen, to the
FVSU Cooperative Extension Program.
Students are paired with Extension
agents and program assistants, who
provide workshops, one-on-one assistance
and training to Georgians. Program
participants are taught professional
skills and the importance of serving the
communities in which they live.
Teaching Enlightening Achieving
Mentoring (TEAM) Success Program

The Family Life Program is designed
to focus on critical issues impacting
individuals, families and communities in
Georgia. The program provides parents,
families, community leaders and
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4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
Fort Valley State University Cooperative
Extension 4-H Program areas include:
• Science, Engineering and Technology
• Citizenship/Leadership
• Healthy Living
• Workforce Preparation/
Entrepreneurship
• 4-H Science, Technology
and Engineering
Summer Day
Camp
The 4-H Science
Program aligns with
the National 4-H
Science mandate to
address the increased
demand for science and
technology professionals.
The program is for 5th through
12th graders. The purpose of the
program is to increase the number of
youths pursuing college degrees and
careers in science, engineering and
technology.
The 4-H Workforce Preparation
Program is for 9th through 12th graders
who learn pre-employment skills and
basic employable skills, explore career
opportunities and gain experience
within the workforce.
The Entrepreneurship Program is for
5th through 12th graders. The program
provides participants an opportunity to
learn self-marketing skills and financial
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literacy education to prepare them for
social and economical challenges.
The 4-H Healthy Living Program is
for 5th through 12th graders. It aligns
with the National 4-H Healthy Living
mandated areas of health: physical
activity, nutrition, socialemotional well-being,
unintentional
accidents, safety
and alcohol/
tobacco/drugs.
This program
focuses on
teaching
healthy lifestyle
education and
improving overall
health, well-being and
quality of life.

• Personal Development: leadership,
mutual respect and understanding,
character development, critical
thinking and problem solving
The 4-H Science and Technology
Summer Camp is for 5th through 8th
graders. This camp prepares participants
to meet the science, engineering and
technology challenges of the 21st
century. Youths become engaged in the
process of discovery and exploration
related to science, engineering and
technology education.

4-H Citizenship Program

The 4-H Citizenship Program is for 5th
through 12th graders who gain leadership
and citizenship skills that will prepare
them for social and economical challenges.
The 4-H Citizenship subject areas are:
• Civic Engagement: voice, advocacy,
activism, deliberative and informed
decision making
• Service: community service, service
learning and community youth
development
• Civic Education: government
principles, processes and structures,
personal roles and responsibilities,
history and cultural heritage, global
understanding
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EXTENSION FACILITIES
Mobile Information Technology Center
The Mobile Information Technology
Center travels across Georgia,
serving thousands of
individuals, particularly
those who live in
communities with
inadequate technology
infrastructures. Requests
for computer training and
workshops are frequently submitted by
school career and technical education
departments, community-based
organizations and government agencies.
Equine Center/Agricultural Arena and
Pavilion
This facility offers many opportunities
to its students, 4-H youths and residents
of surrounding communities. Activities
are designed for individuals with varying
skill levels, including those with physical
disabilities.

Equine Center/Agricultural Arena and Pavilion
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State Animal Facility for Emergencies
(SAFE) Center
The SAFE Center is the only one of its
kind in Georgia. Conveniently located
next to the school’s O’Neal Veterinary
Science Building, the facility is used to
house animals in cases of disaster.

Mobile Information Technology Center

Georgia Small Ruminant Research and
Extension Center
This Center is used for training, meat
processing, researching and educating.
Since small ruminants, such as sheep
and goats, are important to the
livelihood of farmers across the world,
the Center was created to improve
and facilitate practices involved in
production.
Greenhouses/Organic Systems
Fort Valley State has a holistic organic
farm that includes an organic tree,
shrub and vine fruit growing area where
edible tree fruit and berries are grown.
Also, an organic mini-barrel garden and
a hoop house, used to extend growing
seasons, are on campus. This area will
soon include range-fed animals raised
without synthetic growth hormones,
food proteins and other growthpromoting substances.

Beef Cattle Herd Pastures
Land on campus is used to conduct
training and educational workshops
for Extension clients. Agents lead live
demonstrations for farmers who have, or
are interested in starting, enterprises.
Ag Communications Building (Print Shop)
The primary function of this facility is to
provide printed materials for Extension
and the College of Agriculture Family
Sciences and Technology. It also houses
the agricultural communications staff,
which develops the materials used to
educate clients, and potential clients,
about available services.
C.W. Pettigrew Farm and Community
Life Center
This is where many Extension workshops,
conferences and other events are held;
more than 50,000 patrons visit this facility

annually. It’s the hub for management
and fiscal operations, assessment and
accountability functions, family and
consumer sciences, 4-H, community
development and outreach, and
agriculture and natural resources. Our
additional personnel, such as specialists
and program leaders, are housed here.
Sunbelt Agricultural Exposition
For three days in Moultrie, Ga., FVSU
College of Agriculture, Family Sciences
and Technology staff and faculty inform
the public about various programs and
services offered through Extension.
Exhibits are set up, demonstrations are
conducted and food samples made from
goat milk, such as ice cream and cheese,
are handed out to inform attendees of
the milk’s health benefits.
Agricultural Technology Conference Center
This 20th century colonial-style facility
has approximately 10,000-square-feet of
meeting and working space. Meetings,
conferences, events and banquets are
held here. The facility includes a large
banquet room, executive boardroom,
catering kitchen, offices and workroom.
Agricultural Technology Conference Center
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FUTURE FACILITIES
Georgia Center for Aquaculture
Development Additions
The additional aquaculture facilities
coming to campus will be used to teach
those interested in raising fish how
to breed, rear and harvest plants and
seafood in man-made fish ponds.
Family and Child Development Center
This facility will include an
experimental lab, child care center,
auditorium, workshop rooms and
commercial kitchen. It is intended to
house program activities for both the
Academic Program of the Department
of Family and Consumer Sciences
and the Fort Valley State Cooperative
Extension Program.

Houston Stallworth Agricultural
Research Annex
An 8,000-square-foot agricultural
biotechnology center is scheduled to
be built as an addition to the Houston
Stallworth Agricultural Research
Building. It will have four laboratories
and a lecture hall that can accommodate
more than 100 people. The addition
will expand the already existing research
efforts focused on plant biotechnology,
animal biotechnology and applied
biotechnology, which includes
alternative energy.

1005 State University Drive
Fort Valley, GA 31030
478-825-6296
ag.fvsu.edu
FIND US ON FACEBOOK:

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER:

FVSU Ag

@FVSUCollegeofAg

Health and Nutrition Mobile Unit
A tractor-trailer equipped with a kitchen
and a classroom will travel around
Georgia to inform residents on how
to improve their health. A registered
dietician will lead food demonstrations
and educational workshops.
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Ben Hill, Berrien, Coffee
and Irwin Counties:
229-468-7409

Hancock
County:
706-444-6596

Lee, Worth and
Dougherty Counties:
229-436-7216

Marion
County:
229-649-2625

Burke, Emanuel and Jefferson
Counties:
478-237-1226

Lowndes
County:
229-333-5185

Macon
County:
478-472-7588

Peach
County:
478-825-6466/6759

Talbot
County:
706-665-3230

Bulloch, Burke, Emanuel, Jefferson,
Jenkins, Screven and Tattnall Counties:
912-871-0505

Crawford
County:
478-836-3121

Houston
County:
478-987-2028, ext.245

Sumter and
Terrell Counties:
478-825-6112

Twiggs
County:
478-945-3391

Jeff Davis, Laurens, Toombs, Treutlen
and Wheeler Counties:
478-274-7701

478-825-6296 · ag.fvsu.edu
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Georgia. The Cooperative Extension Program of Fort Valley State University College of Agriculture, Family Sciences and Technology
offers educational programs, materials and services to all persons without regard to race, gender, ethnicity, national origin, sexual
orientation, religion, age, disability or marital or veteran status.
An Equal Opportunity Employer
Fort Valley State University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award
baccalaureate and master’s degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or
call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Fort Valley State University.

